
ife is messy, relationships are messy. Times of stress 
can strain relationships, and we end up hurting each 
other and destroying the unity we have worked 

hard for. So much that happens around us destroys unity: 
The things of the world distract us, whether through social 
media, television or bigger concerns like the pandemic. 
The schemes of the Enemy cause disunity in the church. 
Relationship desires and unmet expectations bring disunity 
in our marriages and friendships.

For the next two months, let’s pray and work together to live 
in peace and unity. Let our prayers speak to God as we commit 
to be loving, patient and kind with one another. Let’s live in a 
way that draws others into this new life as they see us serve 
one another within our communities and churches. 

Paul reminds the people of God in Philippi that they could 
bring him joy by being of one mind, having the same love 

and living with one another in unity. What is keeping you 
from living in a way that brings unity into your home, 
family or workplace? What are some things you can do 
today to forgive, to love, to listen and thus to live in peace 
and harmony? God gives us the ability, through the Holy 
Spirit, to be patient, kind, and loving through our actions and 
words. There are many passages in the Bible that remind us 
of our responsibilities to live in unity (Rom. 14:19; Eph. 4:11-
13; Col. 3:13-14; Ps. 133:1). 

May our hearts unite to bring hope in Jesus to women 
around the world and across generations. May we 
surrender all that is keeping us from being reconciled to 
God and one another.

For some additional personal thoughts on reconciliation 
and unity, please check out my article “Exploring Hope 
Today” in this issue. 

In him our hearts rejoice,

Educating, encouraging and equipping women to pray, listen, learn, grow and give.

Dr. Peggy Banks  •  Global Ministry Director, TWR Women of Hope
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“Therefore, if you have any encouragement from 
being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, 
if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness 
and compassion, then make my joy complete by being 
like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit 
and of one mind.”   – PHILIPPIANS 2:1-2

JULY    Marriage, family, single parents 
AUG Unity + reconciliation 
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16. Father, help Finnish couples to 
value marriage and understand this 
relationship is like that of Christ and 
the Church – it must be based on love, 
forgiveness and mercy. Knowing you is 
the best foundation that a marriage and 
family can have. (Eph. 5:21-23) 

17. As single parenting rises in Japan, 
Lord, we pray for support and provision 
for the many mothers who live in poverty 
and whose children often lack the means 
to go to school. (2 Cor. 9:8)

18. God, may families and couples in Spain 
find healing for their broken relationships 
through you. Bring reconciliation, unity 
and peace, teaching them to forgive one 
another. (1 John 4:16)

19. Lord, we pray for the successful 
launching of the Polish program You 
Are Precious, which addresses common 
problems of marriage, family life and 
single parenting. (Prov. 16:3) 

20. Father, give strength to husbands and 
wives in India to be faithful to you and one 
another. Give them grace to be humble, 
gentle and patient with each other, finding 
unity through your love. (Ps. 133:1)

21. Father, help wives in the Philippines 
who are having difficulty relating 
to their in-laws. We pray for peace, 
harmony and understanding in these 
relationships. (1 Pet. 5:6)

22. God, we pray for single mothers 
struggling to provide for their families. In 
this pandemic many have lost jobs and 
are anxious, depressed, hungry and even 
homeless. (Matt. 6:26)

23. Lord, please help mothers in Central 
Europe to set the right priorities in their 
family life, make good choices and seek 
you in how to balance careers and caring 
for their children. (Isa. 30:21)  

24. Lord, we pray for marriages in 
Denmark that are made up of individuals 
from different cultures. They face special 
challenges, including lack of acceptance 
by their families and conflicts on what 
roles their cultural backgrounds should 
play. (Phil. 2:2)  
 

JULY 
MARRIAGE, FAMILY, SINGLE PARENTS  

1. Dear Lord, required online schooling 
is taking its toll on children and parents 
worldwide. Give each family the grace, 
patience and support that is needed to 
successfully educate while maintaining 
strong relationships. (2 Cor. 12:9)

2. Father, we pray for Romanian mothers 
abandoned by their husbands. Grant 
them wisdom, hope in you, patience in 
raising their children, financial resources 
and support from a Christian community. 
(Ps. 57:1)

3. Lord, protect young Cambodian 
women from evil people who would take 
them abroad to China or Malaysia to 
marry men against their will. (2 Thess. 3:3)

4. Many victims of domestic violence in 
Croatia are threatened and in danger 
from their abusers during lockdowns. 
Lord, protect them, lead them to safety 
and bring them to a place of restoration. 
(Isa. 41:10-12)

5. May Tanzanian families be spiritually 
strengthened by sharing the Word of 
God and praying together. Let there be 
mutual respect, love and appreciation 
between parents and children. (Rom. 
10:17)

6. God, we pray that you would help 
Vietnamese multigenerational families to 
understand one another and choose to 
live in harmony. (Ps. 112:2)

7. Father, we ask that you open the 
wombs of the many women living in 
the North Caucasus who cannot get 
pregnant. Infertility is creating conflict 
between many husbands and wives in 
this area. (1 Pet. 3:7)

8. As divorces among Muslim couples in 
Indonesia increase during the pandemic, 
many single parents with children are 
struggling to find jobs. Pray that these 
families will be provided for so they will 
not force their young daughters to marry 
for financial reasons. (Matt. 18:10)

9. We praise you, God, that the Women 
of Hope programs are bringing hope and 
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strength to Portuguese families in crisis 
during this time of pandemic. Use these 
programs to bring reconciliation and 
peace in their lives. (Mark 10:6-9) 

10. Father, we thank you that our team 
in Ethiopia is teaching women and 
men that they are created in the image 
of God. This identity, which has been 
damaged by sin, is restored through 
salvation in Jesus Christ. (Gen. 1:27) 

11. Lord, we pray for godly repentance, 
life change, forgiveness and 
reconciliation for those couples in South 
Africa who are separated because a 
spouse has been unfaithful. (Eph. 5:33)

12. Father, we pray for South Korean 
women who marry and become mothers 
at an early age and who have no parents 
near to advise them. May the Women of 
Hope broadcasts be a source of godly 
wisdom and knowledge. (Ps. 32:8)

13. Lord, help single mothers on Bonaire 
to make the care of their bodies, minds 
and spirits a priority. Then they will 
be able to care for others and be the 
emotional support their children need. 
(Isa. 40:31)

14. Father, we pray for entire families in 
Paraguay who have received the salvation 
of Jesus. Strengthen their faith through 
your Word, and may they understand your 
love and forgiveness. (Ps. 119:105)

15. God, may couples in Liberia seek you to 
breathe renewing life into their marriages. 
Show them how to cherish one another 
and be unified in you. (1 Pet. 4:8)



25. Father, protect and guide those 
who are sailing to remote villages 
in Greenland to hold Bible classes. 
Transform entire families with the gospel 
message, bringing hope, joy and new life 
in Christ. (2 Cor. 5:17)

26. Father, strengthen the spiritual lives 
of women and their families in China. 
May they seek your Word and the Spirit 
in their decisions and place you as the 
central focus of their lives. (2 Pet. 1:3)

27. We pray for families in Canada who 
are in conflict due to increased time 
together during COVID-19 lockdowns. 
Father, bring reconciliation in these 
marriages and families. (Eph. 4:31-32)

28. We pray for families with children who 
have special needs. Sometimes the needs 
are greater than the caregiver can handle. 
Lord, send them support and assure them 
daily that you are with them. (Ex. 33:14)

29. Father, may our homes be safe places 
filled with love. Help believers who are 
dealing with stress or unemployment to 
bring you their burdens and turn to you as 
their provider rather than creating conflict 
or hurt among family members. (Matt. 5:9)

30. God, we uplift families who are 
grieving. Help them through their season 
of loss. Comfort them with your unfailing 
love and faithfulness and give them the 
strength to seek you. (2 Cor. 1:3-4)

31. Lord, you are a Father to the 
fatherless. May your love and presence 
fill the hearts and minds of children from 
single-parent families and provide all 
that is needed. (Ps. 68:5)

AUGUST 
UNITY + RECONCILIATION  

1. Father, comfort the families who have fled 
violence in Burundi, sheltering in refugee 
camps. Heal the bitterness of their souls. 
Break the cycle of revenge, and through 
your love teach them to love unconditional-
ly and forgive just as you do. (Matt. 6:12)

2. God, many challenges have been 
caused in Canadian marriages by pan-
demic restrictions and lockdowns.  
 

NEVER ALONE

Single parents are all around us. 
Some have lost a spouse due to death, 
divorce or abandonment, and some 
have never married. But one thing 
they have in common is the need 
for us as Christians to join God in 
providing loving support for them 
and their children.

At 17, Sonia* was young, in love 
and pregnant with twins. After her 
partner abandoned her, Sonia found 
herself alone in a strange city crying 
out to God to let her die. What Sonia 
did not know was that her mother 
was fasting and praying for her lost, 
pregnant daughter. As Sonia cried, 
the babies within her began to move 
in a way that felt like they were 
clinging to her for their very lives.

She realized, “‘Who am I to ask God 
to let me die when I have these 
two lives inside me?’ I asked God’s 
forgiveness. And then I experienced 
the most amazing love I have 
ever felt. God held me in his arms 
and rocked me from side to side. 
Unconditional love. Protection. 
Holding me and the babies together.”

Sonia’s heart filled with joy as she 
prayed, “I don’t know what I am 
going to do and I need your help, God. 
I want to be a responsible mom.”

The next few years were not easy for 
Sonia. She returned home and her 
mother helped out with the babies 
while she worked to support her 

new family. Her relatives generously 
supplied clothing for the babies, and 
they never lacked food. Although life 
was a tremendous struggle, Sonia felt 
God’s faithful presence and learned 
that he never stops giving, providing 
and filling. 

Sonia recalls, “My grandparents gave 
me a very old Bible. I embraced the 
words of God – the book of Isaiah 
was very influential to me as a single 
parent. God is there for his children 
and the one who is alone. I read these 
verses over and over again with joy 
in times of sadness or stress.” 

Although it has been difficult, 
Sonia is extremely thankful for her 
experience of being a single parent. “I 
wouldn’t be the person that I became 
if God didn’t allow me to go through 
that experience. And God isn’t 
finished yet.” 

As believers, how can we support 
single parents? Sonia shared, 
“They need people to go and pray 
with them. Support them with 
encouragement through your 
friendship.” And then she added, 
“Teach single parents that they can 
do the job. When there is no spouse 
to help raise a child, God will fill 
that place. God is there to meet your 
physical, mental, emotional and 
spiritual needs and is present with 
you like a loving Father.” 

* Name has been changed to protect her privacy,

We pray for peace and unity between 
couples and within families. (Matt. 5:9)

3. Although Greenlanders are Danish 
citizens, they often experience discrimi-
nation. We pray that Danes would desire 
to understand Greenlanders and their 
culture and to accept them as equals. 
(Rom. 10:11-13)

4. Lord, we pray that ruling political lead-
ers in India would work toward truth, love, 
peace and equality in the society. We pray 
for “all who are in authority so that we 

can live peaceful and quiet lives marked by 
godliness and dignity” (1 Tim. 2: 2).

5. May the 99% of people in Japan who 
are unbelievers meet the Savior, Jesus; be 
reconciled to God; be set free from sin; and 
gain true peace. (John 8:36)

6. Father, the earthquakes of 2020 brought 
such devastation to the people of Croatia. 
Unify the leadership so that the restoration 
of destroyed buildings and relationships 
can move forward quickly. Thank you for 
the many churches that are helping to 
rebuild. (2 Cor. 13:11)



7. Lord, strengthen the interaction and 
connection between Christian churches 
and communities operating in Finland. 
Help your followers understand that there 
are more unifying factors than distinguish-
ing factors. (1 Pet. 3:8) 

8. Lord, there are deep divisions among 
the people of Poland. May the Women of 
Hope programs on forgiveness and unity 
reach open hearts and point listeners to 
you for reconciliation. (1 Cor. 1:10)

9. We pray for Christian women working 
in ministry in Hong Kong to find refuge in 
you, Lord. “I will say of the LORD, he is my 
refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I 
trust” (Ps. 91:2).

10. Lord, during the past 15 years of war, 
there has been no unity in Liberia. Give the 
citizens strength and grace to forgive one 
another; bring healing, harmony and rec-
onciliation to its people. (Rom. 12:16-18)

11. Lord, thank you for the evangelical chil-
dren’s camps in Central Europe. May the 
gospel of Jesus bring hope, joy and new life 
to the children who attend. (1 Tim. 2:4)

12. Father, give South Korean couples the 
grace needed so that each spouse can ac-
knowledge shortcomings before pointing 
out the other’s faults. Help them to honor 
and love each one another. (Matt. 7:1-2)

13.  Lord, strengthen our team in Ethiopia 
to minister to the brokenhearted women 
of that nation. As victims of war and wom-
en prisoners hear the gospel, may they be 
reconciled to you and share this new life 
and hope with others. (Ps. 34:18)

14. We pray for those called to a ministry 
of healing and reconciliation. They demon-
strate God’s love to others by willingly 
enduring unfair treatment done to them 
because they faithfully follow Jesus. Help us 
to love our enemies and pray for our perse-
cutors. (Matt. 5:11-12).

15. Father, we pray for clear communication 
and unity between the Philippine govern-
ment and various agencies so they can 
work together for the good of the people 
as health protocols are implemented 
during this pandemic. (Phil. 2:2)

16. Lord, we pray for unity between ethnic 
groups in Romania. May the Roma people 
be reconciled to you as their Savior and 
be accepted by the Romanian community. 
(Rom. 15:5-7)

17. We pray that Christians on Bonaire 
would put aside differences, be unified 
and praise you with one mind. May your 
love and grace overflow, causing harmony 
that demonstrates your love. (Ps. 133)

18.  Lord, many times the thousands 
of tribes with different languages and 
religions in Indonesia do not get along. 
Churches are destroyed and Christians 
are persecuted. May believers live like 
Christ and be a source of love and peace. 
(Ps. 9:9)

19. Father, we pray that employees 
and employers in Portugal’s businesses 
would embrace an attitude of respect 
and dignity toward one another. May 
they solve their conflicts in a peaceful 
manner. (1 Pet. 2:17) 

20. Lord, give the TWR Women of Hope 
team in the North Caucasus the wisdom 
and courage to be a light for you to a 
region that mainly professes Islam. Bring 
peace to this volatile region. (Ps. 93:1-2)

21.  Father, we ask that you surround 
South Africa and cover the nation with 
your mighty hand. We pray for unity in this 
land so that people would stand strong 
together despite their differences and live 
with compassion and grace. (Prov. 12:20) 

22. Lord, we thank you that TWR part-
ners are not restricted to certain de-
nominations. Please unite churches and 
denominations to support the media 
ministry in a spirit of cooperation so that 
the message of salvation and hope in 
Jesus can be shared. (John 17:20-21)

23. Lord, give believers in Paraguay hearts 
that are merciful, humble and compassion-
ate, full of love and willing to walk in unity 
through the power of Christ Jesus. (Col. 3:12)

24. Lord, may your gospel go out to all 
54 ethnic groups in North and South 
Vietnam. May all people cooperate and 
be unified so as to further development 
within each region. (Gal. 3:28) 

25. Father, work in the hearts of the 
people of Spain to forgive one another for 
the conflicts of the past. Bring unity and 
peace to its people. (John 13:35)

26.  Father, strengthen the faith of the 
small number of Christians in Cambodia. 
Give them courage to be salt and light to 
their communities. (Matt. 5:16)

27. Jesus is our peace, and he brings 
together many contrasting groups – men 
and women, different races, competing 
nationalities – making them one and de-
stroying the walls of hostility (Eph. 2:14). 
Help us as believers, Lord, to live out this 
truth daily.

28. Lord, you forgave me, so help me 
forgive others when they offend me. 
Enable me to be loving toward others, for 
it unites us. Help me to have peace in my 
heart and in my relationships and to be a 
thankful person! (Col. 3:13-15)

29.  Father, help believers see that they 
are members of the common body of 
Christ. Let the mutual love of Christians 
shine in the world, and let it prove your 
existence, because you are the origin of all 
love and grace. (John 17) 

30.  In Denmark, there are many opinions 
on how to deal with refugees and immi-
grants. Some welcome them, while others 
do not want them in the country at all. Pray 
that Denmark’s people will act with loving 
hearts toward foreigners as their country 
addresses the issues involved. (Deut.10:19)

31.   Please pray that Cambodian Chris-
tians would not fight among themselves, 
especially on Facebook. Lord, this tarnish-
es our witness! Bring unity to the church 
so that we can bring the hope and love of 
Jesus to unbelievers. (Eph. 4:31-32)

Sign up for our virtual monthly prayer gathering!      twrwomenofhope.org/events
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I
love the picture that Matt 
Chandler paints as he describes 
what it would look like for those in 

the Church who are pursuing the unity 
of the gospel as they dwell together, 
“providing fertile soil for the roots of 
deep joy.” 

Reconciliation is a hot topic today 
in many cultures globally, whether 
we are talking about reconciliation 
between races, between family 
members, between friends or 
between us and God. What is needed 
to find reconciliation with God?

The message of the gospel is the 
message of reconciliation. It is the 
message of God, who loved the 
world so much that he sent his son, 
Jesus, into this world to live, die and 
be buried for our sins against the 
very God who now wants to save us. 
However, Jesus didn’t stay buried but 
rose from the dead on the third day 
and lives today in the hearts of those 
who have placed their faith in Jesus.

It is through the blood that Jesus shed 
on the cross that we find the covering 
for our sins as a sacrifice to God. 
Jesus became this sacrifice for us so 
that those who put their faith in him 
might know him and find eternity with 
God forever (John 3:16-17). Have you 
made that profession of faith in Jesus 
(Rom. 10:9)? If you were to die tonight, 
do you know if you would be with 
Jesus in heaven for eternity? 

When we are reconciled to God by 
grace through faith in Jesus, we 
become a new creation. We have a 
new life, a new hope and a new heart 
(Ezek. 36:26). Do you know this to be 
true about your heart today? 

“Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, the new creation has 
come: The old has gone, the 
new is here! All this is from God, 
who reconciled us to himself 
through Christ and gave us 
the ministry of reconciliation: 
that God was reconciling the 
world to himself in Christ, not 
counting people’s sins against 
them.”  –2 COR. 5:17-19

I gave my heart to Jesus many years 
ago and today have a peace in my 
heart that I have been forgiven not 
only of my past sins but also for the 
sins of today and tomorrow. It has not 
always been easy, but I know more 
about God’s love and mercy today 
than I knew yesterday. He has been 
faithful even when I have not, he has 
been kind when I haven’t listened, 
and he has given me hope when I was 
hopeless and lost. Today, as I worship 
him, I find it is creating a strong bond 
of unity and relationship with Jesus.

We have the wonderful privilege 
every day of bringing hope in Jesus to 
women around the world and across 
generations. I pray you know this 
hope for yourself, too.

C

STORY OF HOPE 

Reconciliation 
Through God’s Word

EXPLORING HOPE TODAY

Conflicts in families are inevitable. It is 
impossible for people to live together and 
not disagree. When disagreements get 
out of hand, they interfere with family life, 
cause damage to marriages and other 
relationships, and stop us from being united 
as God intended.

An example is the marriage of Mrs. Chan* and 
her husband from Cambodia. They argued so 
much that they no longer simply talked with 
each other. Their relationship changed when 
the couple began listening to the Women of 
Hope radio program and heard through the 
teaching of God’s Word how to live together 
in harmony. 

Mrs. Chan said, “I learned from the program 
[on conflict] that if you are a mother or father, 
we have to be responsible, respectful, tolerant 
and helpful so our children will have a good 
example to follow.”

Now she understands how a “sweet word” 
may help soothe things in a disagreement. 
The lesson on conflict prompted the 
couple to apologize to each other before 
their elder group – a good reminder that 
our God specializes in the reconciliation 
of conflicts among genders, racial groups, 
family members and all members of the 
body of Christ.

Another story of God’s grace is told by Mira,* 
a woman in India whose husband had an 
extramarital affair for 12 years. Through a 
Women of Hope broadcast, Mira learned that 
she should pray for her husband.

“I decided to battle out all of my problems in 
prayer. I placed every burden and pain into 
God’s hand. … God’s power intervened, and 
eventually my husband was delivered from the 
bondage [of his own sin].” 

When we devote ourselves to obeying 
God’s Word and to praying, God is faithful to 
change lives. 

* Names were changed to protect the listeners’ privacy.

– Maribeth Stevens, TWR 
Women of Hope volunteer

Devotional thoughts from the director, Dr. Peggy Banks

twrwomenofhope.org/social     //        twrwomenofhope@twr.org    //      800-456-7897  

“When the people in a church dwell together in the 
unity of the gospel and together pursue the building up 
of one another in love, they are providing fertile soil for 
the roots of deep joy.”  –Matt Chandler, To Love Is Christ, To Die Is Gain

What is unity?
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“But while he was still a 

long way off, his father saw 

him and was filled with 

compassion for him; he ran 

to his son, threw his arms 

around him and kissed him.”
–LUKE 15:20 

T 
he parable of the prodigal son 
is one of my favorite stories in 
the Bible. I can identify with it. 

I too was one who ran off to do foolish 
things – only to come to my senses and 
return home to the welcoming arms of 
my heavenly Father. Being reconciled 
to God is one of the most profoundly 
beautiful experiences of my life. And 
it is because of my reconciliation with 
God that I want to help others find this 
most important relationship.

But God also created the body of 
Christ to be unified and reconciled to 
one another. I am told in 1 John 4:20 
that I can’t love God and continue 
to hate my brother. When I look 
inward, I see my selfishness, pride and 
judgmentalism. Yet God calls us to 
“make every effort to keep yourselves 

united in the Spirit, binding yourselves 
together with peace. For there is one 
body and one Spirit” (Eph. 4:1-4).

Jesus calls me to a life of authenticity 
in which my life and my actions tell 
the same message – the message of 
Jesus. But I can’t successfully live the 
Christian life in my own power. It is 
only when I let Jesus direct my life 
and I live in his power available for me 
each day that I can live in unity and 
harmony with other believers.

My life has been so enriched by godly 
men and women who showed me the 
importance of reconciliation and unity 
in the body of Christ. When have you 
seen this process of reconciliation and 
the uniting of people demonstrated in 
your past? How did you respond?

Early in our marriage, my husband 
and I were members of a church 
whose leadership was also passionate 
about bringing reconciliation between 
the races in our state. I will never 
forget our pastor on his knees in tears 
humbly asking for forgiveness of the 
Native American tribal leaders whom 
our government had wronged. It was a 
powerful time of corporate confession, 
and at the end, these leaders extended 

their forgiveness. Something happened 
in the heavenlies that day. We heard 
several months later that the Spirit of 
God was moving among the Native 
Americans who lived in our area. 
While no one from these tribes had 
become a believer in Christ for years, 
they were now responding to his offer 
of salvation!

Being a member of a racial reconciliation 
group has been a powerful experience in 
my life. To gain another perspective and 
see the world through someone else’s 
eyes has been life changing.  I’ve come 
to realize that reconciliation and unity is 
hard work, and it is necessary to address 
the hurts and gaps between us and 
together to seek godly justice. It takes 
commitment and the willingness to talk 
and walk through the conflict together. 
But it is possible when we each submit 
ourselves to our Father.

Where is reconciliation needed in your 
life? What could you do to bring unity 
and reconciliation to your situation? 
Whether it is disunity between the 
sexes, the races or the nations, God is 
the one who can bring reconciliation 
and healing. It is Jesus’ sacrifice and 
love that bridge the gaps between us 
and make us one. 

A Word of Hope
From Lisa Hall, international prayer coordinator 
for TWR Women of Hope

All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through 
Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation.  –2 Cor. 5:18


